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A Great Scholar, Guided Through a Farmer 

 

Transcribed & Compiled by Akram an-Najdee 

 

Shaykh Hammaad al-Ansaaree said: 

 

 As for the life of the Shaykh, Haamid al-Faqee
1
: We gathered with him in the year 

1367H (1947). I came to him and he was teaching “Tafseer Ibn Katheer” at (Gate, 

“‟Alee” in the Masjid al-Haraam). When I heard him, I said: This is my objective; he 

used to take the verses of Tawheed and brings it to light. I heard him from a distance. So 

I sat in his class. This was the first class that I attended in the Haram (of Makkah) and I 

was a young man. I was no older than 22 years old. I listened to his class and his class 

was on the explanation of the verses of Tawheed… 

 

I said to the Shaykh, Haamid al-Faqee – May Allaah have Mercy upon him -: “O Shaykh, 

I have a question.” 

He said: “What is your question O my son?” 

                                                 
1 Shaykh Muhammad Haamid al-Faqee was born in 1310H/1892 CE in a village in Egypt. He died in 

1378H/ 1959 CE. His father was a scholar during his time and had divided his children to learn the 

different Madhhabs and he made Shaykh Haamid study the Hanbalee Madhhab. He started studying at al-

Azhar in the early 1900‟s. He studied Fiqh, Grammar, and philosophy and other than it. After the incident 

mentioned in this narrative by Shaykh Hammaad al-Ansaaree, Shaykh Haamid began studying and 

spreading the works of the Salaf. He called to the Qur‟aan and Sunnah and warned from Bid‟ah. He started 

the organization, Ansaar as-Sunnah al-Muhammadiyyah in 1926 and began a magazine called “Al-Hadiyy 

an-Nubbuwwa”. Amongst his students was Shaykh Hammaad al-Ansaaree who narrates this story from 

him.  
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I said: “How did you become a person of Tawheed (a monotheist) and you studied at Al-

Azhar?” 

(And I wanted to benefit and the people were listening) 

The Shaykh said: “By Allaah, your question is good.” 

He said: “I studied at the university of Al-Azhar. I studied the beliefs of the philosophers 

(mutakallimeen) that they taught us. I took my bachelor‟s degree and went to my country 

happy about my success. On the way I came across a farmer cultivating the Earth. When I 

reached him he said: “My son, sit on the bench,” and he had a bench that he would sit on 

when he finished his work. I sat on the bench and he was working. I found beside me on 

the edge of the bench a book. I took the book and looked at it. It was the book “Ijtimaa‟ 

al-Juyoosh al-Islaamiyyah „Ala Ghazw al-Mu‟attillah wal Jahmiyyah” (The unification of 

the Islaamic Armies in fighting the Mu‟atillah and Jahmiyyah) of Ibnul Qayyim. I took 

the book to find entertainment in it. When he saw me taking the book and I started to read 

it, he took longer for me until there was enough time for me to take the idea of the (topic 

of the) book. After some time, and he was working in his field and I was reading the 

book, he came to me.  

 

He said: “As-Salaamu Alaikum my son, how are you? And where did you come from?” 

 

So I answered his questions.   

 

He said to me: “By Allaah, you are clever because you gradually sought knowledge until 

you reached this stage, however my son I have some advice.” I said to him: “What is it?” 

 

The farmer said: “You have a certificate that will allow you to live anywhere in the 

world, in Europe, in America, anywhere. But it didn‟t teach you something that you 

should have learned first.” 

 

I said: “What is that?” 
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He said: “You did not learn Tawheed!” 

 

I said to him: “Tawheed!!” 

 

The farmer said: “Tawheed of the Salaf” 

I said to him: “What is the Tawheed of the Salaf?!” 

He said to him: “Look at how the farmer who is in front of you knows the Tawheed of 

the Salaf” 

These are the books:  

Kitaab as-Sunnah of Imaam Ahmad al-Kabeer 

Kitaab as-Sunnah of Imaam Ahmad as-Sagheer 

Kitaab at-Tawheed of Ibn Khuzaymah 

Kitaab Khalq Af‟aal al-„Ibaad of Al-Bukhaaree 

Kitaab „Itiqaad Ahl as Sunnah of Al-Haafidh al-Laalikaa‟ee 

He promised him many of the Books of Tawheed. And the Farmer mentioned the books 

of Tawheed of those who came later, and after that the books of Shaykhul Islaam Ibn 

Taymiyyah and Ibnul Qayyim.  

 

And he said to him: I will direct you to these books, once you return to your village and 

they see you and become happy about your success then do not delay, return to Cairo and 

when you reach Cairo enter Daar al-Kutub al-Misriyyah and you will find all these books 

that I mentioned to you. All of them are there, however they are all covered in dust. And I 

want you to shake off the dust and publish it. 

 

These were the words of a simple intelligent farmer that had taken its way into the heart 

of the Shaykh Haamid al-Faqee because it came from someone who is sincere.  

 

I stopped the Shaykh and asked him: “How did the farmer know all that?” 
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Shaykh Haamid said: “He knew it from his teacher “Ar-Rummaal”… Have you heard 

about “Ar-Rummaal”?” 

I said to him: “I do not know this “Ar-Rummaal”, what is his story?” 

He said: “‟Ar-Rummaal‟ was looking for the books of his predecessors. When he found 

what he found from them he began to gather the workers and sweepers and he stood to 

teach them and he was not allowed to teach in public. From this group was this farmer… 

and this farmer was fit to be and Imaam from the Imaams however he was in agriculture, 

who is suited to learn? However there will never cease to be good in every land until the 

establishment of the Hour.  

 

When I returned to my village in Egypt and I went to Cairo I came across the books that 

the farmer had mentioned except one book which I did not see for a long time.” 

 

After that we finished with the sitting and Shaykh Haamid al-Faqee left… and he used to 

come to Saudi Arabia every year and was met by the Egyptian Mission during the days of 

King Faarooq.  
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